





























would do, and easy ways of
paying electricity accounts.

Colleagues from Lister Drive
were unanimous in their praise
to Bob for his excellent inter-
view.

Spring and Port Wine

Rehearsals are in full swing
for the New Electron Players
first play, “‘Spring and Port
Wine,”’ produced by Mr. Sid
Costin from the Work Con-
trol Section at Lister Drive.
Some of his colleagues in the
Liverpool District will be taking
part in the performances at
the Neptune Theatre on Fri-
day and Saturday, April 4th
and 5th at 7.30 p.m.

Tickets are now on sale,
price 40p for all seats. Contact
Mrs. Vicki Roberts (97.722)
at Lister Drive for your tickets.

We ask you to give the New
Electron Players your full sup-
port for we know that they will
provide an enjoyable evening’s
entertainment.

£2m Sighs of Relief

Two million pounds hung in
the balance for the Ellesmere
Port chemicals company Asso-
ciated Octel when a 12.5MVA
33/11 kV transformer belonging
to the company failed on Jan-
uary 30th. The transformer
served the firms sodium plant,
where chemical processes ab-
solutely dependent on a reliable
and constant electricity supply
are carried out—and the failure
of a further transformer would
have caused damage and dis-
ruption which would have cost
about £2,000,000 to put right!

Sitting on this financial time-
bomb the company’s manage-
ment did the natural thing—
and called for immediate help
from MANWEB, with time the
essence of the SOS.

Under the direction of Mr.
Arthur Perry (Assistant Chief
Engineer, Production Control),
construction staff from Head
Office moved in on January

3lst and disconnected and re-
moved a similar 12.5 MVA
transformer, weighing 35 tons,
from the company’s No. 2
Works. This was shipped to the
No. | Works to replace the
faulty transformer, which had
meanwhile been stripped and
disconnected.

Work continued non-stop
night and day. Some members of
the team worked for 40 hours
without stopping except to eat.
The new transformer was re-
commissioned on February 6th.

After uncrossing their fingers
and toes the delighted Octel
management invited the mem-
bers of the MANVWEB team to a
‘Thank You’ dinner a few days
later.

Labour of Love

When he has finished his
day’s work as a labourer at our
North Mersey District Office
in Bootle, Mr. Albert Quinn
starts on another job—but this
one is not for money—at
least not money for himself.

The replacement 35-ton transformer in its new bay. In the left fore-
ground is Mr. Jack Critchley from Production Control at Head Office.




Mr. Quinn with some of the
youngsters he works for.

As a very active member of
the Sacred Heart Catholic
Men’s Society, Albert, together
with his wife Catherine,
spends many hours collecting
cash for various deserving or-
ganisations. Recently he was
photographed in the Liverpool
Daily Post as he presented a
calculator—a gift from the
Society to doctors at the
Renal Unit of Liverpool Royal
Infirmary.

Albert’s desire to help people
suffering from kidney troubles
was stimulated some time ago
when his nephew suffered a
kidney failure.

Most of the cash donations
to the fund to buy a kidney
machine for the hospital is
collected in pubs and clubs
around Liverpool. Despite the
temptations, Albert remains
stone cold sobér at all times!

He also does a tremendous
amount of voluntary work for
childrens’ organisations and
takes an active interest in the
Knolle Park Orphanage in
Woolton. He and two other
members of the Catholic Men’s
Society are taking 40 of the
children to a show featuring
Liverpool comic Ken Dodd. All
expenses come from voluntary
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contributions to members of
the Society.

Albert’s North Mersey Dis-
trict colleagues are very proud
of him and we join with them
in wishing Albert and his wife
continued success in their
worthwhile endeavours.

Moves to MEB

It was a very reluctant fare-
well to shop supervisor Eric
Galvani who leaves MANWEB
to join the Midlands Board
where he will be an assistant
sales controller at Daventry.

Eric, who managed the Huy-
ton shop, is a very likeable
fellow with a flare for selling.
District Sales Supervisor Tom
Saladine said that he will be
greatly missed.

He joined MANWEB about
IS years ago and worked as a
salesman in all of the former
North District shops, before he
moved for his first step up the
ladder as assistant to Albert
Williams at Southport Shop.

After 12 months he became
supervisor of his first shop at
Croxteth. Then he moved to
Maghull and finally in 1971 he
took over at Huyton, where he
managed to increase turnover
by 24 times in a year.

Eric is a very active man out-
side the shop. He plays bad-
minton, is a member of a rifle
club where he enjoys target
shooting, is actively engaged in

community work with the
Maghull Association and is in-
volved with the Maghull Citi-
zens Advice Bureau.

His new appointment has
meant him withdrawing from
the “‘Electron Players’ with
whom he was to have displayed
his Thespian skills in April.

Pauline, Eric’s wife, was a
former demonstrator with
MANWEB, and they both app-
reciated the good farewell
wishes from their friends and
colleagues. Eric said ‘‘| should
like to say thank you to col-
feagues at all the locations for
their help, { shall miss them all
and | am thankful for all the
happy times.

‘“Thanks too, for the many
gifts and to all those who turned
up at my farewell party at
Thingwall Road.”’

Snooker Champs

it was third time lucky for
draughtsman Emyr Miles
whenhe wonthe singlessnooker
final of the Chester Sports and
Social Club recently. Twice in
previous years he has been the
beaten finalist.

This time he made certain by
beating Mike Mole from Finan-
cial, by two clear frames to take
the singles cup. There were 29
starters.

In the doubles competition,
computer programmer, Alan
Pederson and his partner

Mr. Galvani, centre right, says his goodbyes to Mr, Tom Saladine
and staff at Huyton shop.




Pot white with the snookermen, from left to right: Ken Sinclair, Mike
Edwards, Alan Pederson, Emyr Miles, Mike Mole and Elfyn Griffiths.

Mike Edwards, a systems
analyst, beat a duo from Estates
and Wayleaves, Ken Sinclair
and Elfyn Griffiths in the final
by two frames to one.

There were fifty-six entrants
for the doubles contest and
both competitions were played
over a period of two months in
lunch breaks and evening ses-
sions. The tournament was
organised by beaten finalist
Mike Mole helped by Club
Secretary Gren Roberts.

First to Pay

The first customer to pay his
electricity account at our new
Clwyd District Office building
at Cefndy Road, Rhyl, was one
of the post office engineers
working on the installation of
the telephone switchboard.

Howzatt!!

If you have a rudimentary
knowledge of the laws of cricket
and can make decisions then the
Cricket Section of the Liver-
pool Electric Supply Sports and
Social Club invite you to spend
a pleasant Saturday afternoon
at Thingwall Road sports
ground on a regular or occas-
ional basis acting as a cricket
umpire.

Those interested, please get
in touch with Messrs. Mal
Cooper (763) or Albert Ayres
(721)—both at Liverpool Dis-
trict.

All Part of Our Service
When restoring supply after

repairing a service fault on a

house at Wem, linesman Mr.

Edwin Lionel Teggin, from
our Whitchurch depot, rea-
lised that an appliance inside the
house was still switched on and
there was nobody in the prem-
ises.

Lionel quickly nipped to the
next door neighbour where he
obtained a key enabling him to
enter the empty house to find
an electric kettle boiling its
heart out.

Later, the householder tele-
phoned our District Offices at
Oswestry to express his app-
reciation of lineman Lionel’s
quick thinking and considera-
tion.

007 in Gwynedd

Following years of intensive
and often dangerous enquiries
among the underworld charac-
ters of Gwynedd, Mr. Richard
Owen, formerly of Debt Con-
trol, but for the last eight years
in charge of the F.T.T. Depart-
ment¥, had his patience and
perseverence rewarded when
“The Thing’’ finally came into
his possession.

Woay back in 1967, on the
express instructions of Mr. N.
Maden, who was at that time
the District Manager, Dick was
given the task of searching out
*‘The Thing.”’

On a number of occasions,
with the brilliance of Sherlock
Holmes, Dick came so very
close to ‘“‘The Thing,”” but
seconds before he closed in, it
moved out.

Nevertheless, Dick did not
give up and eventually, just

before Christmas, he pounced
and ‘“‘The Thing’’ was in his
hands.

Photographs were taken of
““The Thing” in captivity, but
the Board’s Official Secrets
Section advised us not to re-
produce the picture.

However, we can describe it
as an ordinary kitchen knife
adapted to form an illicit key
to MANWEB  prepayment
meters. ‘‘The Thing’’ had in its
long run, opened many meters,
but now will open no more.

*#* Find The Thing

200 Club

The monthly draw for Janu-
ary was won by Mrs. S.
Roberts of the Financial and
Managements Accounts Sec-
tion at Head Office.

Brains of Bridle Road
The final round of the quiz
competition to find the *‘Brains
of Bridle Road"’ held recently,
produced worthy winners with
the team from Work Control
Section, Marian Wheatley,
Kath MacDonough and Edna
Courtney (our ‘Contact’ Corres-
pondent—naturally).

They beat a team from the
Meter Section—Ron Reeves,
Charlie Jones and Ted Smith.

The quiz was most competen-
tly organised by Mr. C. S.
Shimmin  (System Engineer)
who was also the quizmaster.

Above: The winning team,
from left to right, Edna, Kath
and Marian.

Below: The losing finalists,
from left to right, Charlie,
Ron and Ted.
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outbreak of war. His war service started with the
R.A.M.C,, and later he transferred to RE.M.E. as a
radar operator.

He rejoined the Power Company after 63 years
and on nationalisation became an engineer in the
operations section of No. 4 Sub Area at Rhostyllen.
He came to Head Office after the Board re-organi-
sation in 1970.

Hubert is a keen supporter of the Welsh language
and recently held classes for 60 Head Office staff
teaching them the rudiments of the language. He
has also actively campaigned for a wider use of
Welsh on television.

He is greatly concerned with community work
and has done voluntary probation work and is on
the committee for Mental Health in the Wrexham
area (sorry Hubert, Wrecsam area). A lay minister
with the Welsh and Scottish Baptist Church, he was
actively concerned with the Christian group at Head
‘Office.

Despite his wide range of interests he still enjoys
handicrafts with a particular emphasis on wood-
work.

Hubert and his wife Marian have three sons and a
young daughter. They also have five grandchildren.
Hubert has two brothers who also work for MAN-

Mr. Griffiths, centre right, with some of his friends at Head Office.

Colleagues in Liverpool District at the farewell presentation to Mr. Whitehead (holding binocular box).

WEB, CIiff in Head Office Drawing Office and Ken
a third engineer in Dee Valley District.

Mr. A. R. WHITEHEAD

Affectionately known as “The Reverend” because
of his manner of approach and his way of speaking,
Mr. Albert Roughsedge Whitehead, an installation
inspector in our Liverpool District, recently retired.

He began his working life nearly 50 years ago
serving an apprenticeship with the Liverpool
Corporation Electricity Supply Department. During
the last war he was transferred to special industrial
work, returning to the supply industry in 1956 when
he joined MANWERB back at Lister Drive.

At a presentation ceremony, friends and colleagues
presented Albert with a wall clock and binoculars
as parting gifts.

Mr. N. ORMSON

Although ‘on the books’ as a member of our Head
Office staff, Mr. Norman Ormson, an instrument
inspector, has worked for most of his time with
MANWERB in the Runcorn area.

Norman, who joined the Board in 1953 as an
electrician in the telecommunications section of the
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former Area 2, retired recently.
To mark the occasion, his col-
leagues got together to wish him
good health and good luck and
to present him with a farewell
gift of a wrist watch.

In retirement, Norman no
doubt will be kept very busy for
he and his wife are both actively
engaged in work for their local
social club. He also enjoys a game
of bowls,

Mr. R. DAVIES

Our Mold depot will be a lot
quieter and definitely duller now
that Mr. Robert Davies has re-
tired. His many friends are unan-

A happy send-off for Mr. Ormson (striped tie) from friends in the Communications Section at Head Office.

imous in their vote for him to
take the first prize in any ‘Good
Companions’ competition.

In his comparatively short time
at the depot, ‘Little Bob’ made
many friends among the staff
from all over the District who
visited the Stores and filled-up
their vehicles with petrol. It was
always a pleasure to be greeted
with his ready smile and his witty
remarks even though, at times, he
himself was not in good health.

Robert, at one time, worked as
a mate in the garage and later
transferred to Stores as a labourer.
Prior to joining the Board he
was with the former Mold U.D.C.

His popularity was proved by

the large collection received from
his colleagues which paid for the
gifts presented to him by Mr.
G. D. Cooksley (District Admini-
strative Officer).

‘Little Bob’ will now be able
to devote more of his time to
wine making and listening to good
music.

Mr. W. H. ISAACS

Following a dinner party at a
Bootle hotel, held to mark the
occasion of the retirement of Mr.
Bill Isaacs (2nd engineer—Supply,
North Mersey District), a presen-
tation of a crystal decanter and
brandy glasses was made on

Still smiling, Mr. Davies, centre right, receives pafting gifts from Mr. Cooksley presented on behalf of friends
throughout the District.
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behalf of friends and colleagues
by Mr. D. E. Noad (District
Commercial Engineer). A bouquet
of flowers was presented to Mrs.
Isaacs.

Many tributes were paid to
Bill and a telegram was received
from Mr. Reg Rawes (Supply
Engineer) who, due to his recent
accident followed by a bout of
flu, was unable to attend.

Bill joined the supply industry
in 1940 when he worked with the
West Cambrian Power Company.
Twelve months later he doned on
a blue uniform to serve with the
R.AF. until 1945, He then re-
joined the Power Company which
later became part of the South
Wales Electricity Board. By then
he had progressed from electrician
through the energy sales section

A farewell handshake from
Mr. Noad, /eft, to Mr. Isaacs.

to become involved in the Com-
mercial Technical side, primarily
concerned with rural develop-
ment.

Bill came to MANWERB in 1961
to work as the contracting engi-
neer in the former Southport
District, later to become supply
engineer. He progressed to the
post as 1st assistant District
Commercial Engineer and with
the advent of Board reorgani-
sation became acting D.C.E. at
Southport. When the two-tier
system was established he went
to North Mersey District to the
job he held on retirement.

Away from his daily work, Bill
had many interests including
serving on Home Safety Com-

mittees and as a member of the
Southport Scientific Society. He
was always interested and active
in social and benevolent work
within the industry and was the
District Representative of the
Electrical Power Engineers Asso-
ciation.

Hobbies include wine and beer
making, gardening and green-
house plants and he is a hi-fi
enthusiast.

Mr. B. O. LLOYD

After nearly 47 years in the
electricity supply industry, Mr.
Ben Lioyd retired from his job
as Commercial Supply Engineer
in Aberystwyth District a few
weeks ago.

His first job was with the North
Wales Power Company at Gres-
ford. In 1933 he went to Newtown
and later to Shropshire and then
to Lincolnshire, returning to
Wales in 1949 to work at Tywyn
in Machynlleth. For the last few
years he has been based at
Aberystwyth.

During the last war he served
for four-and-a-half years with the
R.AF.

Ben has taken a great interest
in local affairs having been
chairman of the former urban
district councils at Tywyn and
Machynlleth.

Another of his interests is in
the Scout movement. He was a
Scout Leader, a King’s Scout and
some years ago, was District
Scout Commissioner for the
Machynlleth District.

He has been a bellringer for
the past ten years at Machynlleth
Parish Church, secretary of the
Church Freewill Envelope Fund,
a member of the Machynlleth
Bowling and Golf Clubs and a
member of the Montgomeryshire
Field Society.

Friends and colleagues in the
Aberystwyth District presented
him with parting gifts at a party
held in a local hotel.

Mr. E. MILLS

A man who went quietly and
confidently about his work as
Supply Engineer in our Oswestry
District, Mr. Eastall Mills, re-
tired at the end of last month
after 35 years’ service in the
electricity supply industry.

Before going to Oswestry in
1970, Mr. Mills was the District
Engineer at Runcorn for 15 years.

He was born in Southampton
and later moved to Stoke-on-
Trent where his father, for many
years, was the Chief Engineer to
the City’s Electricity Department.

After studying at Birmingham
University, Mr. Mills went to
work with Callenders Cable and
Construction Company and in
1940 he joined the Ealing Cor-
poration Electricity Department
where he stayed for six years
prior to going to Cheltenham as
deputy mains superintendent and
later District Engineer.

Mr. Mills is a freeman of the
City of London. He and his wife
are now retiring to live in Conwy
near their son John and his family.

Before leaving Oswestry how-
ever, he was guest of honour at a
social evening at a local hotel
organised by his friends and
colleagues. Mr. Eric Davies (Dis-
trict Engineer) on their behalf,
presented him with some photo-
graphic equipment as a farewell

Supply Engineer, Mr. Mills.
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